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for combating the phenomenon. She then talked about the role of Trust’s program of
“Learn by Play” and its contribution to reducing violence at school. She also presented
various activities and programs run by the school in combating violence. She ended her
presentation by some general recommendations.

The Children Parliamentary System is an experimental project created by the PA Ministry
of Education which according to Mr. Mohammad Salah Aldin, is aimed at engaging
school children in running some of the school affairs, social and educational relations in
particular. Mr. Salah Aldin from the Supervision Department of the Ministry explained
to the workshop participant how this system was run and implemented in Jerusalem
surrounding villages.

Mr. Mohammad Al Sawalmeh, Deputy PA Police Commander of Jerusalem surrounding
villages, talked about the rule of the Police in combating school violence. He said that
being in charge of peoples’ safety and social order, the police has dual role: preventive
and intervention. In the first role the police is engaged in raising people’s awareness and
participation in their children wellbeing, and in the second role the police, Family and
Children departments, process complaints and violence cases through the legal and social
systems.

Mrs. Eman Olayan, the principle of UNRWA Elementary School of Beit Ei’nan, presented
her school experience in combating violence. She talked about the negative impact of
marginalizing a person on his or her image, behavior and relations. She then presented
the areas of intervention that the school worked on for reducing violence. These areas
are the school staff, the students, children’s rights, the physical surroundings, the local
community, and the teaching curriculum.

Dr. Adnan Abdelrazek presented the last paper to the workshop titled ‘The Role of Trust’s
Programs in Reducing Schools Violence’. After talking about the phenomenon at large
and linking this workshop to the previous one in April 2011 on the ‘Culture of Violence’,
he presented Trust’s particular program in combating school violence. Trust’s program
‘Learn by Play’ is a unique way of interfering in helping marginalized children and
reducing violent behavior. The program utilizes unconventional and attractive ways in
re-socializing and increasing learning abilities of children who are slow in learning and
have law academic achievements. The program also, as a second target, makes efforts to
engage the parents of these children (Mainly mothers) in their program and activities. The
parents’ program also includes intervention with the parents at family level and mother-
child relations. A third target of Trust’s intervention is the school and its staff. Meetings,
coordination and cooperation with the school principles are in the core of the program.
As a forth target for intervention is the social circles surrounding the school and the
children’s families. Coordination with heads of the villages, influential figures and formal
and informal services are taking place regularly.

Participants of the workshop took the floor freely, particularly after each presentation.
Beside questions and information seeking, the participants raised questions concerning
the need for national and regional programs for combating violence and the urgent need
for improving the social/educational services at the school and community levels.




Violence at school

A Workshop

Ramallah — 1% December, 2011

The Trust of Programmes for Early Childhood, Family and Community Education (Trust)
organized and ran a workshop on the subject of violence in schools in Palestine, the West
Bank in particular. The workshop took place on Thursday the 1% of December 2011, in
Albereh’s City-In Hotel. Beside the Trust management personnel and staff, 5 Heads of
village Councils, Deputy Governor of Jerusalem, representatives of the government and
UNRWA (for refugees) education systems, 5 principals of local schools, representatives
of the Ministry of Welfare, the Ministry of Women and Ministry of Health and others
including the press, participated in the workshop. All in all, more than 80 people attended
the event.

The workshop was prepared and organized as continuation and cross reference with the
a workshop on “Cultural Violence in the Palestinian Community” which took place on
28 April this year as part of Trust’s efforts to raise public awareness and to strengthen the
network of the services and organizations which work on reducing family and communal
violence. The workshop program was drafted by Trust team and coordinated with the
Ministry of Education’s representative.

The workshop included presentation by the Deputy Director of UNRWA’s education
system; the head of the Counseling Program in the Palestinian government schools in
Jerusalem district; representative of the Palestinian Family Police; Trust representative; a
principle of local government school and a principle of local UNRWA school. The head
of the Government Education Department of Jerusalem District was unable to present his
paper due to family situation.

The workshop was chaired by Dr. Adnan Abdelrazek and started with welcoming speech
by Mr. Abu Ghosh, Trust’s General-Director, and thanks notes by Mrs. Ghazawni, member
of the preparation team.

Congratulation and wishes for the success of the workshop were delivered by Deputy-
Governor of Jerusalem District, Abdallah Syam.

Mr. Waheed Jubran, Deputy-Director of UNRWA education System was the first panelist
who spoke on UNRWA experience in combating school violence. In a well organized
presentation he defined the term violence and particularly violence against children. He
then discussed the social/psychological drives lead to violence and the factors which
increase violent behavior at school. He continued with focus on the negative impact of
violence on the children, the school and on society in general. He ended his presentation
by talking about ways of combating violence and the challenges facing the education
system in this educational battle.

Mrs. Manal Awwad, a school principle presented her school’s (Al Jeeb) experience in
combating violence among children. After defining the phenomenon at her and other
schools, she presented the policy of the regional Education Department in reducing
violence at school and the role of the Children Parliamentary system in engaging children




